a/o/69 


Dear Gary, 


I did not have time to answer your letter of 5/3 when it arrived 
yesterday, and tuis afternoon we are going to ^il’s mother for dinner, one of 
our rare goings out, so I f ve gotten up early for I want to respond without 
rushing. 


Your accumulation of data on Fernandez is interesting. The subtlty 
was lost on Blair, but at the time of Fernandez 1 attack on Betists, Batista 
was of the opposite political complexion, posing and acting as a progressive. 
There is no indication of or any reason to believe he was opposed to Batista 
during his second presidency, when he was fascist. Consistent with this is the 
invention of the Wagnerian name for the cirl. 

These comments on your letter to Barbara: I have heard of nothing 
new on T hornley from Lifton since our October conversation, when I was in Cel* 
Have you? Dave then promised to send me certain things he was circulating and 
hasn* t. This is not because of his continuing confidence in them. I have 
never seen the indictmtnt. If it is as represented to me, it is consistent, 
Entirely inadequate and perhaps enough to justify an acquittal. The significant 
thhhgs are missing in it as probably they were before the grand jury. On what 
score did killings " investigate” ■‘■Thornley? Lifton told me he was working with 
him and Thornley. (And that Bethell .helped -them, too.) He agreed with me that 
he had nothing but Thornley* s word and I gave him means of evaluating it. You 
did not send me a copy of the Penn letter. Is there anything in it I should see? 
As Ive told you earlier, I’ve not seen his paper since the issue in which he 
first attack Vince, Bud and me. If she sent you a memo on the Tunings interview, 
which I also doubt, I’d be interested if there is anything in it. Barbara never 
answers letter, never provides what she can and should, and has become much of 
an enigma to me. T his is not because of her conservative connections, as with 
the ^ourtneys. Nor is it from an uncritical dedication to rf"im (amounting to 
jealousy- once she intercepted something being sent to me, something that 
1 particularly did not want in the office files, with Avon’s approval, on the 
ground that I had much more than the entire office material anyway). It can be 
argued thst she also 7/asted a large amount of office time. Nothing she worked 
on of which T have knowledge was used in the trial. She knew Shaw well. They 
hated each other. The last I asked her for is a memo on Gaudet, which she pro- 
mised months ago (she has not responded). She worked for the artist who worked 
for Gaudet* s Latin American Reports. Gaudet owes him much money. When you see 
Coup (aside), note new material on G, new handling. She prpmised me 8 memo on 
an investigation she was on with Boxley, of euigley, and it is not forthcoming. 
She told me other than Boxley reported in his mekio. Really, Boxley accompanied 
her. Quigley is not rich, well connected in business. 

I think Eckhoff’s estimate of 20$ of the material still withheld is 
a valuable contribution to our knowledge. 

I have couied and return herewith vour Bulletin 3/17/69 clipping on 
Bevel. That Vince, without prodding, after reading COUP would not have sent me 
this should be its own measure to you. But he has never sent me anything, ever, 
including what I’ve asked him for end he’s promised. I do not attempt to give 
an$ reason for this or sny gleaning, for I cannot, Bmt it is a fact that troubles. 
His declarations to us when he read the book are inconsistent with his failure to 
speak to Bevel then or since this interview, -^gain, ^ cannot explain his failure- 


amounting to refusal-to do the obvious* He early opr-osed any attention to 
WHITEWASH, going so far as to virtually blackmail me as a condition of doing 
the assigned revie?/ for "Liberation” (he praised the book in private to 
Dellinger), whereas I had introduced his writings in competition with mine to 
the London ” Sunday Telegraph”, which was considering serialization of V7W# It 
troubles me, Gary, thst he has never lifted a finger to help me and has never, 
for whatever motive, missed an opportunity to hurt. Today Sylvia even helps me, 
as you may recall, with some of her files she knew I ?/ented for Hew Orleans. I 
still want very much to speak to Bevel, but I do not know his address end cannot 

afford to phone hiri. ^/hen I was in N e w York ten days ego I spoke to a H^verend 

Kirkpatrick of the SOLO. He wss going to Washington that weekend (last weekedd) 
and wss driving. He would pick Bevel up and return via here. x hurried home .^He 
had my address, driving instructions ana my phone. I have not heard a word, his, 
too, is consistent with the absolute refusal of the blacks to do what so obviously 
is required of them in their narrow, personal interest and that of their people 
and their martyr i& any white in involved. Have you any idea tne number x have 
approached? Estm. "Ebony” end Nat Coleys widow, who knew and liked me. In this 
connection, please send me the address at 7/hieh you may be reached at Carnell 
in case I get a copy of COUP back. - have only the ms copy ana that does not 

have either the full excerpts of the documents or the full text. Id I do not gtt 

one back (and I may get one this week) while you sre there, if Edwards he s a 
serious interest, give me his address and I’ll mail him one. The man who was 
going to microfilm and make copies says the Serox he hss seems to be too pale. 

* A e was going to take this up with his plant foreman and let me know Thursday 
but he has not. However, remember that I have a souree of microfilming. Also, 
do not forget to tell Edwards I am doing an epilogue which will prove Hay was 
framed, that the evidence alleged to be thst against him should have resulted 
in his acquittal, and that I shall show how the government engineered a condir 
tion under which there could be no consideration of conspiracy, among many 
other things. I hope to get to this in a few days. 1 have some medical appoint- 
ments Wednesday, so r £bec8Use T have many things to do and like to write without 
major interruption, probably not until after that. I have gone a bit deeper 
in debt to get three 14-inch deep filing cabinets because 1 had again run out 
of ppeee and, when I can, I continue the reorganization and carding of my files. 
These are an uneconomic size, but I could find space for them. x have replaced 
the old vanity on which the copyiers stand with them. They thus take no mowe 
of the limited srace x have in my office. They will not be enough, but they 
will help, materially, for a while. . .Another aside: accumulation of material 
for AGENT OSWALD suggests that the part on his framing is now sufficient for 
a separate book... And now for your letter. 

I never got the rest of the King stuff from Matt* Partly this is my 
fault. Re gave it to in N.O. Louis did not have time to copy, nor did I. So, 

I to^k a bit of it, intending to copy and return. I took only whst I could carry 
onto the plane with me. A month or so ego I asked him to send the rest, registered, 
and when he didn’t, again asked by phone. x have someone doing better than making 
photocopies. She is typing the notes \ which are in little notebooks, on scraps 
of paper, etc.) in an organized way. I am making a set for him# I told him T would 
do this with all of them, ^ilence# I would like very much to use more of this 
in the book. I think this is now both possible snd safe. I think I can get a 
separate use, too, and may know better this coming week, when I expect sameone 
from a publication (no word from your LNS friend). Matt told me what he does not 
have in his notes on tba rsdio diversion, promised me a memo on this when I 
was there# I have reminded him. hasn’t done it. x n fact, i twice had copies 
of COUP there and he did not take time to read it. He did read th8t portion 
dealing with his material, wanted to make a few changes, and hasn’t, ThatMs the 


way ne now is, nsir Hippie, nan discouraged. 

Your assurance that Fred has changed is something I’d like to see 
proved. His attitude toward me is utterly irrational 3nd 100# erroneous, as 
you should know. He is the offender, he the guilty one, corning, again, from 
his stragge but accute cowardice. His version of the film to you is not the 
one 1 got from h ay and ethers, who indicate that his wife saw to it that Hay 
feot it because sue knew wnat to expect of 1 'red. x his is not to justify whst 
Ray has/has not done,' for that I cannot. x have seen much of his stuff that 
is promising, convincing at first glance, then does not pan out. That stuff 
with the rifle is something I asked him to do for me. I got him started on it. 

V/hat he first sent me, the overlays, which we discussed when I was with him 

2/58, is excellent. 7/hat I saw published in a small paper out there is also 
fine. Together they are not complete. There are things he should have spotted 
Us should his photog friend) and hasn’t. He got interested in 7;iliis 5 
through me, as he told ne, turned on by a correct reading of my published 
suspicions, 7/hat he then did for me was impressive. But when I had a chance 
to compare it with other published pictures, some of it did not pen out, For 
example, the touching up of the mullions. That now seems to me to be an effect 
of the sun/shadow. I think an expert should analyze this. I am not such an expert. 
On the railroad ear immediately behind that point: I’d like to see a dated picture 
showing that, proving it was there at that particular moment. I began with this 
suspicion. 1 think ne got it from me, in the first two books put together. I do 
not, therefore, say it did not happen. If you have seen proof, you have seen what 

I have net. But I do noth think it important enough for you to send me the 

slides with the consequent hazard to tuem. When you are here again* will be 
enough time for that. I am aware that he believe d/believes that the entire Z 
film was doctored. That is utterly illogical, home of that he believes was edited 
cut is irrational, unnecessary. I do not believ r the unnecessary was done. Perhaps 
Le has changed. Bit this is whst he told me, repeatedly. 7,1th what was left in 
Z as destructive as it is, I, can only imagine what was taken out’. The question 
immediately arises, why was this destruction not removed? It does not make 
sense. I cannot argue that they made no mistakes, but superficially that they 
made such enormous blunders also is hard to believe. Mol? do I believe it was 
necessary to so such extensive editing as he told me. That he now br-lieves may 
be different. I do not know. I may hove a copy of his thing. Before you copy 
it, when you get it back, give me a brief description end I’ll compare it with 
what I was given in confidence. For Y»hat he postulates to have happened, the 
original had to have been edited when it was not in LIFE’S possession (please 
keep this to yourself, but the fact is that I do know LIFE did no t immediately 
get the original, and ay source, who could be in error, is nonetheless in the 
best position to knov/- I’ll tell you when you are here again), the two Secret 
Service copies, on in Dallas and one in Washington, had to be identically 
edited, end the frfro LIFE copies, which left Dallas immediately, also had to be 
identically altered. LIFE made a black and white print in Chicago as they were 
taking the film to NYC, in case you didn't know. The later the alterations 
allegedly made were undertaken, the more copies. had to be identically altered, 
the more impossible the task became. Cf course 1 know 7 /hat ± spotted and wrote 
about, know my own suspicions. However, in a major part of tte film it is pos- 
sible to check numbering with 385. And remember, the numbering was done much 
later, by Shaneyfelt. A few otners, like 151, can also be checked-could have 
been whe“. Fred had tae film and analyzed it. ...I fear a disaster if he ever 
uses this in public. His proof will have to be overwhelming to survive,. . .My 
f£ar is less of the planted stuff that what some of us come up with, like 
another, Sprague. . .Need I tell you how much I want him to be right when it is 
I who first charged alteratiin of the film? 


It should be no less obvious that I have a vested interest in his 
being right oh Willis, for there again he would be confirming me. If he has 
done this, he> has what he did nd>t show me,, and this is possible for I 
referred, him^to other things and sources. V/ hat is the proof the shape of 
the pergola wa;s altered? Is it /the mullions? Is it a fcrcin shown in the 
other film or ~a pouple of car^ parked? There/wag a train going post then, 
and bhis is nd't . in accord with his allegation. Need I tell you that what was 
there in the afternoon need npt have been there at the moment? I also have 
unpublished and Unauthenticated reason to. believe there was a northbound train, 
for x have a sta/w.men t from at man who claims it v/as stopped near the Trade 
Mart and he sawy'a man reraoved by the police, lie says he was i n the first car 
stopped for thy- motorcade, hence the first to be allowed to proceed from ^ealey 
Plaza. He sayVj when he got to the hi the police again stopped traffic. So, 

I still want pjj’co f . V?ith my previous experience with -red, I will v/ent more 
from hinr than JTrom others to be satisfied. I certainly hope, vary much, that 
ha has it, as y\ou know. 3ut I alsV think one garrison i3 too much. 

/ 

...... > I am il ‘n an unaccustomed! position In finding a kind of justification 

for whs/t Mark t^Ld you about 3 0 xl:dy^ I do not at all 1 agree with his formulation, 
which is illustrative of his kindj |>f thinking and other deficiences. I also 
suspected Boxloj/, fro . out first /mbeting. However, my reasoning was not Mark’s, 
as possibly 3>\then explained it'/fc|) you.Tt was simp,y that if he v7ere not for 
real, he had already made such W djb.ep penetration that it vas worth tin risk 
. of. telling him 4hat he wanted to kjriow on the chance he would put it to good 

it I keep lootring ; for evidence he was hurtful until I got it. 


use*. You know 


and did souethitfg about it . 
to, for he wss /Living, tf/e: 
W8S in self ad-vanceme/it, an\ 
Tne tragedy 


there i^-perhapj 


lark Should have done this, was in an ideal position 
; and taking it easy, ^e just didn*t care. H is interest 
for this he cast himself in the role of sycophant, 
mo/e . his fault than anyone elseks. 


.1 raised the saE,yb Question with about providing or trying to 

provide hey with counsel./ 7 H^Vent to see Hanes without telling pie, did not try 
and see Ray when he was /so close. However, this need not be interpreted as you 
do. I think- he has strr/ ng beliefs I do not shore, about how we /can accomplish 
what we seek. I thijr^/'te also wants to be the oneis credited with the accomplish- 
ment thereof. Perhaps \ have never fully explained to you what is ; significant 
to me in his makih^j it •■"possible for me to go to NO in ^ovember 1968. Before I 
left in October h/Atolii me he had just been to NO, found J im in tiptop shape 
ana. firmly on to J r f everything, and that he had new and completely persuasive 
stuff. I told him - he Wks full of what overflowed stuffed toilets, /that Ijim was 
nuts, had come. tup with < nothing, that everything he told me was nonsense and 
worse, and the t' bellies '.really doing no resl work, merely engaging in.self- 
deception end proi/agandkw It is with this background that when he learned I 
could not afford r Vo gp to &0- that he reached in his pocket and gave me *100, 
saying it was moxyk impbrt&nt than ever that I go there is tais were the case. 

I was in his office whten t called the travel agent trying to straighten out 
the ticket so tha‘t'\l c&ul<]l;go to NO. When I learned there would be am extra 
charge, that this/ couljd not\ be a stopoff on the return, he reached ftpto hms 
pocket without e ^’ord, no b/int at all, from me. He said he wanted mei^.to be 
able to continue hat -il wa hI‘ ' working on and to get more evidence of Vhat ® 
told him that was o o ea.tirejly inconsistent with what he had just to lid me a 
clearly believed. Yve aleo x^uen made a date for me to go to NO with >*jim ^.or ^ 
two weeks beginning ^ 12/?i : /63, ^ saying he would pay all the expenses, even 
he wanted me to heT/e biXO bettVeJr accomodations of a hotel or motel rat. er o a 
staying with Matt. ^nesiV a> e /hot in accord with suspicions of him as on agent. 

J J/\ . v ‘ r 


On the 5i 14 Canip ictu\res,T am certain I have duplicates 


and can give 


you a set to keep. They are in tte^unclassified port of my files, where there 
is still chaos. If not, of bourse you can borrow them. However, before you 
spend the money? Bud wa3 here a month ago and made slides for himself of whatever 

of my pictures he wanted for h is own appearances. Why do you not ask him for 

dunes of these and whatever else you think you can use? It is easier and cheaper 
to naicG them for his 35Qim copies, ana he may hove more. I think he’ll do it for 

you and 1 know he will for me. Do you not also want the Wall reports? Did I 

give you a set of them? I think you should use them in this part of Jour 
presentation also. 

Now that I have, space, as soon as I can, perhaps today, I’ll go ‘through 
that Thonnley material pege by page, carding i t as I go, to be certain the 
comparison of testimony is not there. I'll do it as soon as I can, anyway. 

I’ll ask Bud for whatever you think can be helpful on Shaw, cut what 
can be that should t© used now? Until I know what you want to say, I do not know 
what to ask him for. iVl y own feeling is that we should not leave Shaw* alone. I do 
not know what he has, but I will ask him. I exeect to see him Wednesday. I do have 
some things, but 1 am not using tnem, 

I asked you about "tiestriction” (it is whet you seem to suspect, of 
tuat ex session) because ± told only three people about it, you, Gaul and Bud. 

had bid chock the court reporter’s files:? where he got a kind of confirmation 
for me. When I saw Sylvia in New York and started to tell her about this, she 
said she knew. I asked her what it was and she told mo correctly. I said that is 
not in the Commission stuff (which it was, for that is where I got it, but I also 
knew she hadn’t and couldn’t have and that no one else had) she said she knew 
but she got it from the reporter’s files, ^his, of course, bears on what you 
seem to believe. It troubled me. It remains tc be seen whether Bud told her, and 
I’ll ask him directly Wednesday. She is cixever, articulate, convincing, all ihe 
things you say and more. She has ahd a thing on Epstein from the first ( I think 
the denied mother in her turned on). She makes subtle shifts, as first telling 
me how important Borman’s work is and how it troubled her to sit on it for a year 
then agreeing with me when 1 said it was incompetent snd erroneous, that the few 
things in it v/e already had independent of him and going tack to an earlier 
period ( and with one exception, I did-that exception I also had independent of 
him and before I read his work). I do not like this, but I also do not think it 
need means she is with the other side. On garrison I assume this, and hcve from 
the first. But, aside from her thing with Thunnley, which is really part of 
Garrison, nothing else, fnct, I have offered recently to tell her things I 
thought would help her under tending, including of Garrison, on her word she would 
never in any way make any use, end she declined. Not consistent with being with 
the other side, not to me. I’d have told her, too, as* she knew. Nonetheless, 
it is troubling, I do detect some of the things your report, and I do not under- 
stand them or this part of her. 

What makes you connect Jaffa’s father with the BT? I thought he was in 
private, successful medical practise. But try and get this entire story (next 
to last par, second page). As you must be aware from the copies of recent 
correspondence I have sent you on this, that is of especial interest to me. I 
wg^l soon be sending you -.ore of this, as I get to writing it. JafCe iss an 
off one. N 0 t vgry bright, nc special competence, but very much wanting to 
be important, e has an unfailing knack for getting with the bad ones, in complete 
trust and confidence, for doing the wrong thing at precisely the time it can 
hurt most, i3 a self-serving lisr whenever it seems to him to be expedient, and 
has an infinite capacity for the utihost trust in malodorous horseshit. 


h „ v „ +! i v a * jj- nstinctive sycophant, and when I have said these thing* I 

have aid the best I can muster for him. Watch him- being careful not tn°be 
deceived by his obvious belief in anything he may at any moment say! 

your co r ent on "desstruction” you correctly understand my 

^ maintaining certain things in confidence. If I want to share then 

" lta th f 6 1 trust > *ith those who can use the knowledge, I also* went tfr ! l 

If 6 *^**? h S3 ^ CoritSxt ' not t0 U£9 taeal f ° r one-shot, cheec sensations 

it ptssibir ^tSes Sth "I ^f lble W8re lncoceat ’ they nonetheless did make 
u with costly consequences. 

cm u • I , f y ° U S6e & good ’ brief » profession; commentary of the » scientific" 

paSr “ *° qUOte * * hen yoU - ** your own ° 

paper. Id li,a „o ce able to draw on them. I think it is worth little more then 

wnutd^? 1 ^ 011 ' thS reault bein 6 the practise of an art rather than a science I 
would xiiCe to go more than just condemn# ' 9 ^ 

„ . . lour . a ®! ? Projects sound interesting sad worthwhile. I have some ideas 

Tnt^ lr f aoh dl f^ b ^ withdrawn kids, almmst had a chance to put somei 
into practise about 10 years ago. I'll tell you ween we ere together on the 
chance taey suggest something to you. *ogetner, on th 0 

If this has taken longet than I'd pftanned, I have also addre**ed 
everytning you raised. I think it had to be done, if it cuts down on ®hat el*e 
can do touc-y. x hope you can get the ^oulden stories, because I'd like to 
knew wnat taey say so I can, in oed moments, carry forward whatever mi^ht be 
prior to getting to that writing. 

.. , 1 hsva discovered I have a couple of carbons of the text of PM III 

" f ?° U 1 ,f 10 ^? Uy ° ae ,vants tbem * ' rbe y close to the finished thing, though 
entirely without even the incomplete appendix, ^il has t yped the lengthy ex- 
cerpts from Cyril s testimony. I've let you know through conies of letter* 
what else x plan* for that. l,,9r “ 


go od 


a. regret having to inflict the typos on you# have 
1 iC lc at Gornelll 


a good holiday, 


and 


Sincerely, 


